RESPECTABILITY

This can be compassed if one has good temper, resolution,
and self-respect. It cannot be done if one sets up respecta-
bility as either a god or an Aunt Sally. As I have suggested,
prigs and hypocrites and criminals all alike worship respecta-
bility. Good people think little of the name, but do as they
think best, always with recognition that there may be other
ways, equally good, of thinking and behaving. In this way
they earn and receive respect. Incidentally, they help to keep
human nature from getting musty, which is a considerable
service to mankind.
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